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COLORNUITY FOR RACE NEUTRALITY
Part 1: The Facts
Dr. Paula Price 
It’s the year 2022 of the 21st century and America today stands in one of the most enviable, and unenviable positions a nation can find itself. On the one hand, her success as a world power made her the envy of all nations. On the other hand, misunderstanding that success has her hunted by sovereigns and political predators worldwide. As we look at this black history month, we all have to admit it is like none other before it. However traumatic, and detrimental or sorrowful it has been for black people in the past, we are presently gripped in a curious paradox. Socially it seems our citizenship in this country is largely unchanged. Institutions still fight against us causing our dreams of justice to appear idyllic, no more than a fantasy of a future age. Yet, anyone with an iota of honesty has to admit the plight of the black American was changed significantly by a very fiery determined man named Martin Luther King, Jr. Martin’s triumph forever changed Black America’s racial complex. While all is not entirely in our favor, what he did, shattered the disfavor that locked us out of our country’s prosperity. His success caused what threatens our nation today to affect its black citizens as well.


The pulse of our national uprisings today can be summed up as “retro racism”. It reaches back to the past to justify contemporary race agendas. To reverse it, America must replace bigotry with colornuity. That means redefining itself without its demeaning color credentials. Colornuity rejects color blindness as a means of achieving race neutrality. Instead, it creates systems and entities that colorlessly rely on its populations to continue as a nation. Colornuity does not deny its racial diversity but rather uses it to effectually become one nation. I recently published a comment on Martin Luther King's birthday with these grave realities in mind. In it I questioned if “Our country is being thrust into a racial rollback. Is Martin’s racial triumph that cost him his life, expiring?”


Martin Luther King’s victory entwined the black race’s destiny with that of the United States. Thus, our collective success and progress are at risk as the perpetuity of our nation is, making its threats our threats. To prevail, Black Americans must update their traditional perspectives on race and citizenship. As current events force us to realize, cultural issues need a homeland to promote, exploit, or enjoy them. Doing away with any nation assures its cultural issues, like race, go away too. These truths make preserving one’s homeland every citizen’s responsibility. The term “racial rollback” as used here speaks to activist reversal of our people’s racial headway. Could race regression or resurgence be rolling our hard-earned black liberties back to widespread contempt for our skin color? Are we victimizing ourselves with the age-old stratagem called racism? Is retro racism subtly sabotaging Black Americans with the age-old bigotry that Martin Luther King battled to uproot in his lifetime? Our nation’s riotous uprisings suggest so. 


Martin Luther King took on and dealt a crippling blow to the insidious (and hideous) systemic machine called racism. Our progress since his demise proves his posthumous success is a matter of record. This is why I wonder about his victory suffering a rollback. The cruel beast called bigotry lurks to fracture every nation, and none of them escapes its agenda. In our case, it chose this era to resuscitate its bias to take advantage of this generation’s unawareness of its virulent devastation. Exploiting our country’s foundation, it rebooted color hostility to propel its overthrow campaign ravishing our nation today. Using rewriting our history as a ploy to nullify our future as citizens of this great land. To this, I say, “we do not have to rewrite our history to correct its flaws.”


There is no denying that Black Americans had to fight vehemently for the American piece of our inheritance to fall to us. What group doesn’t? But that did happen though Martin Luther King’s struggle against racism, bigotry, segregation, and national denial of basic human rights. He achieved an unthinkable, that may have been a long-range vision of the nation's founding fathers. Perhaps, postponed for his day. Martin set a people free to thrive in its free nation. A nation that prizes liberty and despises captivity. Although, until Martin, it did not see itself as a captor. Through his prayers, messages, sermons, and speeches he ripped the veil of blindness to release black people to prosper in their homeland. Sadly, his death, as with all change agents, became the grain of wheat that had to fall to the ground to yield its harvest. Black people’s freedom and prosperity are that harvests.

Part 2: The Fix
Today in 2022, Black Americans stand as proof of Martin Luther King’s harvest. But also like martyrs of the past, his death imposed upon us not only a legacy but a perpetuity project. His words and work challenged the United States of America to live up to the liberty it espouses. Even today his outcomes continue to urge it to create a place in its systems and institutions for everyone living in its land, so they too partake of its predestined legacy. America took up Martin’s challenge and broke down many of its racial barriers since his demise. Today an oppressed people’s plight whose foreparents were shipped here in boats is radically changed. And, in many ways, improved. Nonetheless, this century Martin’s leadership and martyrdom place yet another weighty burden upon us as a nation. It may well be his weightiest burden of them all yet. What is his weightiest burden of 2022 and beyond? It is redefining our country without (or apart from) skin color. Identifying an America without the stigma and prohibitions tied to race is the challenge Martin’s triumph left us. Destiny is daring us to fix our history to assure our perpetuity as the land of the free and the home of the brave. The events leading up to this year systematically dismantled the United States forces that mission upon us. We must take up the challenge if we are to survive and rebound from the “racial rollback” greedily devouring what Martin did. 


For the record, twenty-first-century racism counterfeits the racism I grew up with; what has black people taking to the streets today is nothing like it. In short, “this ain’t that.” For sure there is much work to be done, but the generation alive today to resolve it is not the one that lived through it. This generation’s racism, as images of street riots show, registers significantly lower on racism’s historical Richter scale. It imaginatively reaches back to bygone times to shrink the gains and strides Martin’s activism captured for us. In response, this generation of Americans should pick up where he left off, not dig up what was buried with him. Contemporary America must find its colornuity, to establish true race neutrality. The task before it is to reconstruct America’s identity to secure its place in the future. The national rebuild imposed by today’s underhanded racial divide calls for an America that refuses to fall back on its race crutch to identify itself. As such, Black Americans can no longer afford to snub their duty to rescue our land on the ground of their minority status. The battle today is about America without skin color, without race or ethnicity. That is what its destiny is charging this generation to tackle. 


As destructive and demolishing the turbulence of the last several years has been, as with every crisis, they present us with opportunities to not just get out of it. But also to annihilate it at the same time. Not by blindly racing back to the old but by confronting and conforming to the age we live in. That approach calls for coming to the table, as thinkers, innovators, and solutionists to face our fallout and heal its effects. Responding the way every intelligent and determined persecuted people did before us is the 2022 and beyond imperative. We have to revisit our destiny, reformulate our boundaries, reconceive our sentiments, and redeploy our patriotic passions. Synthesizing our energies for the renewed national definition of a country founded on race disparity should be priority one. This may seem too fantastic to be possible, but it is our way to recover from all that has befallen us. Then the race baiters that worked so hard to redefine and redesign our nation will fail in their mission. 


As you near the end of this article, ask yourself these sobering questions. How would life change for us as Black Americans if we as a people did the impossible and unthinkable, which is to take up Martin’s challenges? How would throwing off our victim stigmas and frustrations benefit us? Would doing just these two things affirm we too are ingrained in America’s purpose? Can we step up as heirs of America’s legacy vital to its predestiny? What if we as Black Americans ourselves destroyed the myths and dishonors that persecute us and contribute to the United States’ redefinition, minus skin or ethnicity or race? Succeeding at such efforts could beat our nation’s adversaries at their own game; because shouldering our part of America’s perpetuity would renew and not merely revive a holistic American spirit. If we as a nation did these things, we would deprive those that hate us and our nation of a far too reliable weapon that has been used to define and divide us for much too long.

